“L.OVERVIEW

IN JUNE 1974 THE TOWN OF REDFIELD INVITED NEIGHBORING TOWNS TO0 -
) MEET AND DISCUSS WORKING TOGETHER TO PLAN THE FUTURE DIRECTION |
- OF LAND USE FOR CENTRAL TUG HILL. AFTER SEVERAL SESSIONS TO
DISCUSS THE NEED FOR LAND USE PLANNING AND THE, VALUES OF
COOPERATTVE 'ACTION, THE COOPERATIVE TUG HILL PLANNING BOARD
HELD .ITS FIRST OFFICTAL MEETING OCTOBER 7, 1974. MEMBER TOWNS
ARE BOYLSTON, FLORENCE, MARTINSBURG, MONTAGUE, OSCEOLA, PINCRNEY, —
- REDFIELD; WEST TURIN, AND WORTH. ' ' ‘ :
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; Eatablishment ‘of the Cooperatlve Board was by resolution aof
sach town board to:
~ Appoint a 5 or 7 person planning board and designate a
cﬁairman pursuant to Article 16, Section 271 of YTown . Law,

~ Advige the town board on the extent that the town may
protect and snhance 1ty visual environment pursuant to
Article 2, September 10, Paragraph 11 of the Municipal Home
Rule Law, -

. = Produce a master plan pursuant to Seotion 272a of Town Law,

- Collaborate with other towns to form a "Regional Pianning
-Board" pursudht to Section 2389b of General Munioipal Law,
and, .

]

- Appaint two representatives from each town to ‘the
Cooparative Boarﬂ.
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' The need for planning for the ¢uture was, generally recagnized From

the baginning.

' ),
At public forums held by the Temporary State Commission on Tug Hill,
& frequent comment was "ret's Keep Tug Hill The Way It Is.*

Thare was. also a desire to develop certain services and economic _,
improvements in a way that would not drastically change the gurroundings.
Many pecple recognized that remidents and" land owners had 1ittle |
egntrol over change. The most dramatic evidence was Horizon Corporation's:
aption +a. buy. Georgaa—?acific 2. 55, DOU ‘acrea in 1972. Though the, option
‘wag dragpsd, muoh attentiqn'fooused on Tag HiZLl and the event wag'a

.-main»faotor in realdents: asking—fbr the formation of a otudy oommiasion.'

Other evidence of the need for Tug #ill towns to plan and -direct-thelir
own future was the growing activity in dividing Tug Hi1l land into
amaller parcels and the attendent increase in land values. The number
of parcels smaller than two acres for the 39 towns in the Tug Hill study
area In lewls, Onelda and Oswego County almost doubled between 1964 and
1974." Average price of lnactive land for parcels of 50 or imore acres
has rigen from $5 to §120 per acre over the past 10 years.

Much of the assoclataed dévelopment has been in the form of camps.
Redfield's population, for example, stdyed the same over the last 10 -

'years but the number of camps increased from 148 to 260 (76%) between

1972 and 1974.. The increase occurred on outlying roads where vacation
homes are located. At the same time, the number of occupled residences
in the hamiet of Redfield decreased., The cost.of road maintenance,
particularly snowplowing.is very high per taxpayer for homes bullt at
the end of isolated roads. Concern has been expressed that one or two

decisions to build and live in suoh locations could actually bankrupt any
one of ‘the nine towns. .
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' In endorsing the idea of coopsrative planning, the.towns recognized
that they shared the central Tug. Hill forest and watersheds and that
‘thig common interest outweighed the possible difficulties caused. by
the governmental divisicn of the arsa into nine townsg lying in four
different counties. Other valued of vooperative planning-and
:sgulation that were recogniced includa: L

- Tug hill pﬂmple Fabl that whatever planning and regulating

1 done, shculd be done by . the towns. They Faal they know .

#he natural’ snd other values of the area'best and are capable

of taking care of its future. At stake 1s the principle of

"home rule" which the Cooperative Tug Hill Planning Board

values bighly. . o _

- Some land ngeg cross town aoun&aries and same kinds of _
decisions in one town affecy its neighnars.r

- Alaﬂg the game lines it was félt that altnaugh Tug Bi1l towns
are mmall in _population and influence, by banding together Iin-
land use matters they could make thelr wéight felt both with
private interests and st other levels of government. Thig has
proven to bz So. - The evidence is gtrong that a plan for an’

‘ arsa of over 200,000 acres that clearly shows how the pleces
T £l together Lased on gound technical and legal principles;
,carrias considerahly more legal and palit*cai weight than,
an individual town plan. i .
- The towhs Telt that the cost of planning, as well as of any .
implementation programs, would be lese through joint action.
. ' ! - ) N

- There i3 a history throughout rural -New York of town plana
and ordinsnces falling apart because of pressure from strong
outside or lpczl interest. The inability of singie town plans
and ordinsnces to protec: land. resources is.one reason land

. . use powers have boen retoved gradually From towns and gilven
to gtate or reginqal agencieg. Cooperative action should be
.  -better able tc deal with. isnoues objectively and resists ‘such
pregaures. If the nine tcwns can prove that this is go, the
lesson will not only be. important to “"home'rule" in Tug Hill
., but in other parts of rural New Ebzk.

- The formation of the ™y Hill commissilon by, theistate Legislature
shawing a recognition that the Future of Tiag Hill was of 1nterest
to the citizenry ﬂf the StaLe as a whelas,

' The féeling thah wcrkfng toqmtnﬂr makes sense was reinforced by the.

- repulte of the qusstiomnaire sent by the Cooperative Tug-Hill Planning .
Board to all residents of the nine towns. Returns, summarized in

. Appendixy B, show the cill senry g gtrong posftfve Feelingy about the need .
for directing the ruture. :

g

R



The Plan which this document presents is based on an inventory of
natural resocurces and a review of man’s current impact_on the land.
The capability of the land to withstand various uses becomes a

major factor in determining how to direct change and protect resources.
Other factors related to the health, safety, prosperity and welfare

of the inhabitants have been considered, such as the economy,
recreational-gpportunities, historical assets, population trends,
trﬁnSpartation,\and local gauexnment facilities and services.

We, the nine towns of the Coonerat1ve Tug Hill Plannlng Board,
present this plan, then, to the gitizens. It ig presemted in the
- belief that our destiny is in our own hdands. wWe believe that our
resources such as commerc1a1 timber and pure Waker, reguire a
long term plan and that their Ffuture should not be purely at the
mercy of. land speculators and developers. We believe that local-
government is best able to act in the interest of all affécted.by
land use-decisions: /
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- In forming a.cooperative planning board, the nine towns ‘signified their
. recognition of common problems and mutual interests with one another.
A need exists to communicate and plan wit“}_:", towns outside the nine town
area. Important topics for regional discussion include (1) urban .
residential bressures, (2) agricultural development, (3) transportation,
(4) recreation'and (5) resource management, especially of the region’s
watershed. o ‘ :

) ' B
‘The Plan recognizes that the resources of the nine towns are of special f
interest to people in the surrounding regicn. In the futiure, it will
be_increasingly important for the Cooperative Board to monitor .. -
activities qutside the nine-town area in order to respond effectively.

Three 'nei-ghboriﬁg Toryns;.\'.omell-,,' Albion and Parish, formed fthg Salmon
Rivers. Cooperative 'Planning Board. ‘

" By \cooperating wilth the adjac:ént towns, the Cdoperative Tug Hi11 Plainﬁing

- ‘Board hopes that the future character of the Tug Hill re'gion\ will be

consistent with the aspirations of its people.



